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Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Melting and Refining Department, 
Philadelphia, 

November 14, 1885 


Hon. D.M. Fox 
Superintendent 


Sir, 


We have made tests of the Kansas City Smelting Co.’s bars, recently recd. at the Mint, by 
drying, and by melting them to determine their losses in these operations, with the following 
results: 













































































Lot. No. 371 calls for 10,287.65 oz. 
Our weight of the same 10,286.20 
Diff. in weight 1.45 

Mint weight of bar when received 10,286.20 

cs by = after drying 10,281.20 
Loss of water in drying 5.00 

Mint weight of bar after drying 10,281.20 

z a = melting 10,270.80 
Loss in melting (=.001) 10.40 

Lot No. 374 calls for 7860.85 oz. 
Our weight of the same = 7853.05 
Difference in weight 7.80 

Mint weight of bar, when received, 7853.05 

iS = dried 7848 .00 
Loss of water in drying 5.05 

Mint weight of bar after drying 7848 .00 

“ = 7 melting 7838.00 
Loss in melting (=.001 4) 10.00 








If we were required to melt all these deposits it would demand twice the force of Melters 
in the Deposit melting Room of the Superintendent, or the same force night and day, which 
would be impracticable in prospect of the large amount likely to be received. 


From the losses in drying and melting, as shown in the two cases above, long experience, 
if such were necessary, would inform us, that great dissatisfaction will constantly arise between 
the Depositors and the Mint, representing the Government. 
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To make estimates, from a few detached cases, of the probable losses would also prove 
unsatisfactory. 


It therefore appears to us to be the best course by far, to require that these, and other like 
bars, be fully and carefully melted before they can be received by the Mint, in accordance with 
the Provisions of the Revised Statutes No. 3521. 


Jas.C. BoothM & R 
Henry S. Cochran U.C. 


